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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . £3 This communication is responsive to June 21. 2006. 

2. The allowed claim(s) is/are 1.3-6.8-16.18- 21.23-29 and 32-35. 

3. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
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THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments, filed on June 21, 2006, with respect to claims 1, 3-6, 8-16, 18-21, 
23-29, 32-35 have been considered and are persuasive. The new limitations to independent 
claims 1, 9, 16, 24, and 33 have not been found or suggested by prior art. The rejection of claims 
1, 3-6, 8-16, 18-21, 23-29, 32-35 has been withdrawn. 



EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Mr. John Lastova on July 18, 2006. 

[Begin Audit] 

IN THE CLAIMS: 

Claims 1, 6, 16, 18, and 21 have been amended as follows: 

Claim 1. (Currently Amended) A method for use in a cellular communications system 
that includes a macro cell encompassing a smaller micro cell, comprising: 

determining and establishing an uplink communication cell boundary between the macro 
cell and the micro cell, and 
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determining and establishing a downlink communication cell boundary between the 
macro cell and the micro cell different from the uplink communication cell boundary, 

wherein the uplink communication cell boundary is larger than the downlink 
communication cell boundary, the method further comprising: 

determining whether an uplink interference level at the micro cell base station exceeds a 
threshold, and if so. performing an interference cancellation operation to compensate for the 
uplink interference level wherein the determining step includes: 

determining whether to compensate for intra-cell uplink interference in the micro cell, 

and 

detecting one or more parameters regarding one or more mobiles on the macro cell side 
of the downlink communication cell boundary, and 

wherein the performing step includes using those one or more parameters for uplink 
interference cancellation in the micro cell. 

Claim 6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the communications 
system is a CDMA system, [the method further comprising: 

determining whether an uplink interference level at the micro cell base station exceeds a 
threshold, and if so, performing an interference cancellation operation to compensate for the 
plink interference level]. 

Claim 16. (Currently Amended) Apparatus for use in a cellular communications system 
that includes a macro cell encompassing a smaller micro cell, comprising: 
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means for determining and establishing an uplink communication cell boundary between 

the macro cell and the micro cell, and 

means for determining and establishing a downlink communication cell boundary 
between the macro cell and the micro cell different from the uplink communication cell 

boundary, 

wherein the uplink communication cell boundary is larger than the downlink 
communication cell boundary, the apparatus further comprising: 

means for determining whether an uplink interference level at the micro cell base station 
exceeds a threshold, and if so. performing an interference cancellation op eration at a receiver at 
the micro cell to compensate for the uplink interference level, 

wherein the mean for determining is configured to determine w hether to compensate for 
intra-cell uplink interference in the micro cell: and to detect one or mor e parameters regarding 
one or more mobiles on the macro cell side of the downlink communica tion cell boundary; and 

wherein the means for performing is configured to provide the one or more parameters 
for use in uplink interference cancellation in the micro cell. 

Claim 18. (Currently Amended) The apparatus in claim 16 [18], further comprising: 
means for reducing a power at which a broadcast signal is transmitted from a base station 
associated with the micro cell to reduce the downlink communication cell boundary. 

Claim 21. (Currently Amended) The apparatus in claim 18, wherein the communications 
system is a CDMA system, [the apparatus further comprising: 
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means for determining whether an uplink interference level at the micro cell base station 
exceeds a threshold, and if so, performing an interference cancellation operation at a receiver at 
the micro cell to compensate for the uplink interference level]. 

[End Audit] 

Claims 7 and 22 are cancelled. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 1, 3-6, 8-16, 18-21, 23-29, 32-35 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The arguments 
presented in page 8 of the appeal brief filed on June 21, 2006 are persuasive. 

Any comments necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the payment of the 
issue fee, and to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue fee. Such 
submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance". 

Conclusion 

4. Any response to this Office Action should be mailed to: 

U.S Patent and Trademark Office 
Commissioner of Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Or Faxed to: 
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571-273-8300. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Fred A. Casca whose telephone number is (571) 272-7918. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 9 to 5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lester Kincaid, can be reached at (571) 272-7922. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



LESTER Q. KINCAID 
SUPERVISORY PRIMARY EXAMINER 



